
  
                Fall 2019 

President’s Message 
As we set aside the gardening tools and return more earnestly to our wheels and looms, we see 

several new people joining us.  These might be the newly retired, newly transplanted or newly 

inspired after seeing demos at the fair.  At our Executive Board meeting in Helena, we shared ways to 

nurture their arrivals to our guilds.  The value of mentoring came up several times.  Mentoring not 

only builds skills and confidence but also leads to relationships and a sense of belonging.  The Billings 

group sets aside a time prior to regular meetings where willing weavers and spinners offer to guide 

those who wish more help.  This encourages visitors who shy away when they find a lot of people 

older than themselves to come back to glean some of those years of experience.  Missoula has 

doubled up on board positions to make hard-to-fill jobs less daunting, offering another way for one 

person to pass on skills to another.   

More participation is the first step to the challenging fall chore of filling officer positions.  Alpine 

Weavers and Spinners has reduced its number of business meetings to three per year to focus more 

on having fiber fun, but has vacancies on the board for 2020.  Bonnie Tarses described her past 

success in recruiting officers by asking individuals to make a decision on how willing and how fa r out 

they might consider being, say, president.  She reminded us to remember to sincerely thank those 

who make it all possible. 

So I am thanking all of you for your time and your enthusiasm.  I look forward to time together in the 

coming months and at the Visions in Fiber Conference next June.   
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MAWS 2020    SHOWS AND EXHIBITS 

As part of every MAWS Conference, members can 

make a big impact by participating in the SHOWS! 

With several to pick from, there is a place for 

everyone to join in! We are excited to see what 

you will share with the members! 

 
“OUR TRUE COLORS” GUILD BOOTHS 
We invite every Guild to set up a “booth” to show 

off what you have been doing over the last two 

years!  Always beautiful and so educational!  Can’t 

wait to see what all the amazing members have 

been up to! Each Guild will be provided a space 

with one 8 foot table. The college prohibits 

attaching things to the walls, so guilds will need to 

take that into consideration when planning their 

exhibit.  Contact Annette.cade@yahoo.com to 

reserve a space for your Guild!! 

 

“CREATIVE VISIONS” OPEN SHOW 
Enter one or more of the show’s seven categories!  

Items will be collected during registration on 

Thursday, juried and then exhibited the next 

morning.   First and second place ribbons will be 

given in each of the seven categories along with 

ribbons for Best of Show, Judge’s Choice, 

Chairperson’s Choice, and People’s Choice.  HGA 

provides a ribbon and award for the piece that best 

meets their criteria, too.     (See entry form at the 

end of this newsletter) 

 

“EYE FOR STYLE” FASHION SHOW 
Let’s put some WOW into this Fashion Show!   On 

Sunday morning participants will make their way 

across the stage and through the group to show off 

their latest creations!   With three categories you 

can create several pieces for this wonderful, stylish 

show!  This year, fashions can also be exhibited in 

the Open Show and then modeled in the Fashion 

Show.  Ribbons will be presented to the Best of 

each category and One for People’s Choice!   The 

Brunch – Fashion  Show is open to the public and 

extra tickets will be available.  (See entry form at 

the end of this newsletter) 
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VISIONS IN FIBER 
MAWS 2020   Carroll College, Helena, MT   June 25 – 30 

 

The Helena Weavers’ and Spinners’ Guild is busy getting the 2020 conference together.  We have a stellar line 

up of instructors for both the conference and the post conference, with lots of diversity.  As we solidify plans, 

information will be published in the newsletter as well as our Guild website.  On Thanksgiving weekend the 

class schedule, listed by Instructor, will be posted on HWSG site.   

We have filled our vendor spaces! You will be so thrilled to see who's coming. Keep checking here weekly for 
updates. 
 
The main conference will begin Thursday, June 25th with registration in the afternoon. Thursday evening after 

dinner we will have an opening at the Holter Museum of Art - Homage to Mary Meigs Atwater.  Her great 

granddaughter will speak and present her doctoral thesis about this amazing woman. 

Classes begin Friday morning and run through Saturday afternoon….with, oh, so many choices! (See 

information to follow!)  All of the shows and exhibits will also be open during this time with hours extended 

into the evenings.  Needless to say there will be vendors, plying their wares (love the reference to plying!) and 

an evening tribute to the Living Treasures, Past and Present!  Saturday evening is the time to get rambunctious 

(“uncontrollably exuberant” per Webster)  at the OUTTA SIGHT GATHERING – SPIN IN – SHOP TILL YOU 

DROP – PARTY!   

Sunday morning we will gather as a group to deal with the business of the organization (elections, etc.) and 

then move on to a fabulous Brunch Fashion show --- starring YOU!  

The main conference ends at 1:00 but the learning doesn’t end!  Post conference classes begin at 1:30 and 

depending on the workshop, end on Tuesday afternoon.  Whew!  A Whirlwind weekend flys by! 

Registration will open on Valentine’s Day, because we       you! And because YOU       FIBER ARTS!      
PLAN TO JOIN THE FUN! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Trading” Post!! 

Calling all MAWS members!!  Time to weave and spin some “extra” projects for trading at the 2020 
MAWS conference.  For the EXCHANGE you may bring three items to trade. 

HAND TOWELS OR KITCHEN TOWELS – any fiber, any pattern! 

HAND SPUN SKEINS - Any fiber, 4 oz. for knitting weight yarn or 2 oz. lightweight yarn. 

1) Please label your items as follows:  Name, address, phone, email and include the fiber, the technique 
or pattern and the care instructions for the piece. 

2) Deliver trade items to the Conference during registration. An area will be designated for “Trade ins”.  
The actual Exchange will take place at the OUTTA SIGHT PARTY on Saturday night! 

Contact Carol Dees at 406-422-0307 if you have questions.  Don’t miss this opportunity!! 

 



 

MAWS 2020 Living Treasure Award 

We in Montana are fortunate to have so many talented and enthusiastic “treasures” among us!  

Please consider nominating someone you know who fits the criteria mentioned on the Living 

Treasure Application.  You will find the application on the MAWS website by clicking on 

“Latest News”, then MAWS 2020 Living Treasures Application.  It is a weighty responsibility 

for the committee to choose those who receive the award from among those nominated, so if you 

nominated someone in previous years who did not receive the award, it does not mean they were 

not qualified.  Please consider nominating them again!  Deadline for nominations is March 15, 

2020.  Presentation of the awards will occur at the 2020 MAWS Vision in Color Conference. 

Applications should be sent to: 
Anita Krueger 

42 Buckhorn Trail 
Bozeman, MT 59718 

42agkrueger@gmail.com 
 

Please visit the website to download a copy of the nomination form and get more information 
about The Living Treasure Award at: 

https://www.montanaweavespin.org/living-treasures-awards 
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VISIONS IN FIBER WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS & INFORMATION 

DEB ESSEN -- 

# 1 - Weaving with Supplemental Warps without a second beam! – Two day Class 
(Fri. June 26 –  Sat. June 27) 
This class is an introduction to weaving supplemental warps for turned drafts without a 
second back beam! Supplemental warps are additional warps used to create pattern 
and/or texture running the length of the textile in your weaving. Tips, tricks and 
techniques will be shared to give you a firm foundation for supplemental warp weaves. 
  
Students to bring 4 or 8 shaft loom with or without a second back beam, and two warp 
chains.  Students will be sent additional materials, warping and threading instructions 
prior to class.  
(Intermediate thru Advanced weaving experience levels) 

 

DARYL  LANCASTER – 

#2 – Custom Fit and Fabulous!!  Two day Class  ( Fri. June 26 –Sat. June 27) 

No more - one-size-fits all, or clothes from rectangles!  Choose between a time-tested 

classic jacket pattern, with a band or shawl collar, short, long or swing. Or choose a vest 

pattern, short or long, or with a collar, or a tunic pattern, with an optional hood and 

button down placket. Also available are patterns for a bias tip and a swing 

dress/jumper. Participants will learn to custom fit for their individual figures.  Some 

simple flat pattern and drafting skills will be taught in this workshop.  Expect to leave 

with at least one finished pattern and directions to make a fabulous garment from your 

hand-woven, felted or other fabulous fabric.  

All levels are welcome.  

 

BONNIE TARSES – 

#3 – Spontaneous Weaving from the Heart       All day Friday  

A hands-on day of exploring free weaving with a gifted instructor inspired by 

the Saori philosophy. This is a  time for individuals to break free of weaving 

boundaries and rules, and have a jolly good time! Participants will bring a 

warped loom (per instructor’s  directions) and LOTS of small weft bits, 

“anything really…the wackier the better”! “I believe it is practically impossible 

to weave something ugly since weaving by its very nature is beautiful!” Bonnie 

Tarses 

All levels are welcome. 
 



#10  - Wrapped Ikat-dyed Silk Jewelry      All day Saturday 

 Many  have seen and coveted Bonnie’s Silk Ikat-dyed  jewelry…Now you have 

an opportunity to learn how to make it! You will have fun with color while 

learning how to make perfect wrappings and “flexing” your creative muscle!  

Students will be using custom dyed, space-dyed and ikat dyed fine silk yarn to 

complete several brooches. 

All levels welcome and especially those who love attention to detail! 

 

JANNIE TAYLOR  -- 

#4   Warp Painting on the Loom    All day Friday 

Using fabric paints, brushes and pens, try out several techniques for painting directly on a 

warp under tension on the loom.  We’ll try everything from applying a color wash to 

reproducing drawings from a cartoon. Painting the warp under tension is a fun and easy 

way to add a new dimension to your weaving. This is a fun day of experimentation and 

discovery!   (Instructor will recommend warp choices for your loom)  

Beginner to advanced, all levels!  -- Must be able to warp a loom and understand basic 

weaving terms. 

 

#16   Overshot to Double Weave!      Saturday AM 

Color & Weave with a Colonial Touch!     Learn how to take a 4-shaft over-shot 

pattern and re-write it as a patterned double weave on either 4 or 8 shafts.  The 

transformed design retains the best features of over-shot designs, i.e., large, 

interesting motifs; half-tone shading; traditional look; without the drawback of long 

floats.   

Suitable for any weaver who likes to take a new approach to traditional weaves! 

 

#20      Echoes to Iridescence: Designing Rainbows!     Saturday PM  

Even a brief look through Marian Stubenitsky’s amazing book, Weaving with Echo & Iris will leave most weavers 
breathless. The next thought is usually “I want to weave that!” and then comes the reality check – OMG this is really 
complicated! 

That’s when your weaving software comes to the rescue. In “Echoes & Iridescence: 

Designing Rainbows”, I’ll demonstrate several ways to let your weaving software do 

the heavy lifting in the design process. We’ll look at everything from expanding, 

mirroring and/or advancing a basic design line to applying the line to a network; from 

crafting a multi-structure liftplan to adding echoes in a multitude of colors. Learning 

to use your weaving software more effectively will leave you more time to do the 

weaving and for accepting compliments.  

Weaving software experience is recommended but not required. Most suitable for 

the multi-shaft weaver who is interested in using their software more effectively to 

design their own drafts. 



KATE LARSON –  

#5   How Much Fiber Do I Need? Weights & Measures for Spinners     All day Friday 

A constant lament heard at fiber festivals is the difficulty of deciding how many 
ounces of a fiber to purchase for a project. When spinners ask for advice, they are 
often frustrated to hear, "It depends!" Come learn why this question is complex, 
what tools you need to find the answer, and strategies for keeping it simple. We 
will discuss yarn design, spinning methods, grist, and more. You will leave class 
with your own personalized reference chart for a variety of fibers and yarn types 
spun in class. 
Requires the ability to spin and ply a basic yarn. (Bring your wheel!) 

 

#15    All About Locks     Saturday AM 

All About Locks! Spinning straight from a wool staple, or lock, is a fun and 

easy way to go from washed fleece to a perfectly prepared fiber in seconds. 

Practice plucking locks from fine, medium, down-type, longwool, and 

primitive fleeces. Learn to wash fleece in small batches, effectively join and 

hold locks for different spinning methods, adjust your wheel, and blend 

colors 

Requires the ability to spin and ply a basic yarn.  (Bring your wheel!) 

 

#19     Spinning the Three Leicesters      Saturday PM   

Bluefaced Leicesters, Border Leicesters and Leiscester Longwool sheep all share 

a deep history, but have become very different breeds.  Longwool fleeces create 

versatile yarns that can be used for the finest, lustrous lace or durable, 

hardwearing cloth. Kate will share her expertise in raising Leicesters to help you 

know what to look for in these special fleeces – and what to avoid. Learn how 

the breeds developed and diverged, and what type fiber preparation, spinning 

methods and yarn designs will make these fibers sing!  

Requires the ability to spin and ply a basic yarn.  (Bring your wheel!) 

 

 LAUREL ORTHMEYER  -  

#6   Dyeing on the Farm    All day Friday   (Repeated Post Conference  June 29) 

Spend a day playing with color!!  Travel to Laurel Orthmeyer’s farm, only 10 

minutes from town, and hug the baby goats, pet the horses and dye some 

yarn/fiber.  We will kick the day off with an ice dyeing project which uses fiber 

reactive dyes and discuss how they differ from acid dyes.  Switching over to the 

acid dyes, we will cover kettle dyeing – both solid and variegated – dip dyeing, 

hand painting, solar dyeing, and crockpot dyeing. 

No previous experience is necessary 

 



#13     Texture and Felt – Beyond Nuno!    All day Saturday 

Playing with color and textures!!  We will experiment with several breeds 
of wool, combine them with unusual fabrics and make fun laminated felt 
samples including ruffles!  Other embellishments such as thrums, waste 
silk, and scraps of felt will be used.  After we spend the morning making 
several samples of textured felt, the afternoon brings the opportunity to 
make a whimsical vessel. 
Participant should have experience with laying out wool layers from 
roving or combed top 

 

 

JENNY GEORGE- 

#7 - Knitted – Felted Miter Bowl    All day Friday 

These fun bowls are knitted all in one piece so there is no sewing required. They 

have multiple uses…. like holding that runaway ball of yarn you’re trying to knit, or 

catching that static fiber off your fingertips while spinning.  

This class will teach you the basics of the bowls sides, cornering and edging, so you 

can go home and create your own larger bowl, basket, or purse.  

Intermediate Knitter 

  

 

# 12    Entrelac  Knitting    All day Saturday 

Explore the fun of learning how to knit triangles and rectangles in the round to 

form a beautiful multicolor cowl.                                                                                                 

Homework: Will be assigned for this class before the conference.   Advanced 

Beginner – Intermediate knitter 

 

 

TAMMY JORDAN –  

# 8  It’s So Fine!  Spinning Lace Weight Yarn    Friday AM 

Have you ever wanted to be able to spin a fine, laceweight yarn?  Think it can’t be 
done on the wheel you   have?  Think again, because I bet I can show you how in this 
half-day fine spinning workshop!  We’ll slow everything way down, and by the end of 
class, you’ll have a better understanding of what makes… and how to spin an even, 
fine single. (Bring your spinning wheel!) 
Open to all spinners who are able to spin a consistent single and know how to ply. 
 

 



# 9     Woolen Watercolors – Painting With Wool    Friday PM 

 Come create your very own masterpiece while learning to paint with wool.  We’ll 

start with needle-felting your design, building color and textures, and then we’ll 

finish it off with a steam wet-felt before matting and framing your work.  I’ll 

provide everything you need, including colored fiber, felting needles, foam mats, 

picture mat and frame, and you bring your love of color and a willingness to learn 

and create! 

No prior painting or needle-felting experience needed. 
 

 

 

KAMMY JOHNSON –  

# 11    In Search of the Golden Fleece!     All day Saturday  

In Search of the Golden Fleece – Or, It Followed Me Home From the Festival, Now What do I DO With it? 

Walking through a wool festival and tempted by every fleece you see - or overwhelmed with too many 

choices?  Your neighbor just gave you the fleece from their pet sheep – now what?  Color, crimp, yolk, 

vegetable matter, breaks, tippy (no, not tipsy!), grease….what do these words and “food” terms have to do 

with wool and hand spinning?  This class is intended to enhance the participant’s ability to evaluate and 

choose a fleece for hand spinning or produce a fleece that a hand spinner will cherish.  Areas we will cover 

include raw fleece characteristics and faults (those “food” terms), selecting a fleece for a specific purpose, 

demystifying fleece judge’s comments and criteria, and how to think about preparing and spinning those 

fleeces you couldn’t resist buying but now they live under the bed. Be prepared to get your hands covered 

with lanolin as we examine and evaluate real fleeces of various breeds and type. 

Open to anyone interested in learning TONS about sheep, fleece and proper preparation of wool. 

 

JOANNE HALL –  

# 14    Tapestry Weaving      All day Saturday 

 

Tapestry weaving is a technique that lets you express your ideas and creativity with 

color, shapes and lines. This workshop is designed to help you develop your skills in 

tapestry. Weave a sampler of techniques on a tapestry frame, made available to you 

for the class. All supplies are provided with many yarn colors to make your sampler 

colorful and fun to weave! Finishing and hanging instructions included as well as the 

confidence to take tapestry to new levels! 

Beginners, and beyond! 

 

 

 



JAYNE LUND –  

#17     Needle Felted Ornaments     Saturday AM 

 

Learn from a master!!  In this delightful and creative class we will be wet 

felting wool over 4 inch Styrofoam balls then needle felting designs onto the 

balls using wool and felt (craft and wool felt). We will then add a 

decorative hanger. These balls can be placed in a bowl, hung on a tree or a 

hook and will become a treasured one-of-a-kind gift or possession! 

Open to anyone who loves creative design and felting. 
 

 

 

 

ANNETTE SCHIPF –  

# 18       Dyeing Kathryn’s Cupcakes  -- With Annette’s Topping!    Saturday AM 

 

In this fun dye class we will explore dyeing with information on several 

dye types including fiber reactive dyes.  During class we will dye a 

“cake” of yarn into a variegated, one-of-a-kind skein using a dyeing 

technique developed by Kathryn Weber of Blazing Shuttles.      

Open to all participants with interest in creating gorgeous yarns! 

 

 

 

#21      How Do I???   Learning to Understand a Draft    Saturday PM 

This class is for beginners and intermediate weavers who want to understand how to read, interpret and 

create a weaving pattern or “draft”.  Using this information you will be able to detect errors in patterns as well 

as design your own unique drafts.  Come and be ready to increase your proficiency and confidence! 

Beginner weavers and those wanting a better understanding of the “endless possibilities” of weaving 

patterns! 

 

 

 

 

 



POST CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 

June 28 – 30, 2020 

 

Jannie Taylor –                                                                          

#22 – Playing with Blocks!    ½ day  Sunday June 28  1:30 – 4:30 

Unravel the mysteries of profile drafts and block substitution by working through 
exercises designed to give weavers the tools they need to design their own fabulous 
fabrics. Learn to create a profile draft and then “plug in” a variety of design units to create 
complete weaving drafts.  Or, take an existing draft and give it a new look by substituting  
new blocks for old ones.  The use of design software to make this process quick and easy 
will also be demonstrated. 

Advanced beginners that can read a weaving draft, but want to know more about creating their own 
pattern. 

 

Deb Essen –  

#23 – Color for Fiber Artists   ½ day Sunday June 28   1:30 – 4:30 

You bought some beautiful yarns to use together in a project. In the skeins or cones, 

the colors just sing to you. However, when you start knitting or weaving, the results 

are less than stellar. This class will explore color theory and definitions to start 

training our eyes (and brain) to learn what colors will play well together and why. 

Beginner – and beyond! 

 

Annette Schipf -                                                                                                                                                                 

#24 – Color and Weave Effects      2 ½ day   Sun, June 28 (pm) – Tues, June 30   9:00 – 4:00  

 

Be prepared to fall down the rabbit hole of Color and Weave Effects!  They can 
be done on as few as two harnesses but yield amazing results. And it’s not just 
for plain weave! We will try Color and Weave Effects on twill, lace and shadow 
weave. Instructions for loom set up will be given out by the instructor. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Participants need to know how to read a threading draft, weave twill, follow lift plans, or treadling plans 

 

 

 



Joanne Hall – 

#25 – Introduction to Drawloom Weaving     2 ½ day   Sun, June 28 (pm) -  Tue, June 30    

9:00 - 4:00       Class will be held at Joanne’s Studio 

Weaving on a drawloom is fun! And about to become easier than you thought!   
Five looms will be warped and ready for you to experience this interesting way 
to weave.  They include both damask and opphamta, the two most popular 
weaves for drawloom weaving.  Both set ups will give patterns and designs 
which are larger and more distinct than what an ordinary, threaded loom 
pattern can produce.  Once you have woven on the looms in this class, you will 
have an understanding of the unlimited pattern possibilities at your fingertips!! 
Intermediate weavers and beyond! 
 

Jayne Lund – 

#26 – Needle Felted Bunny – That is, Oh! So Realistic!  2 ½ day   Sun, June 28 
(pm) – Tues, June 30  9:00 – 4:00 

 
We will be making an 8 to 9 inch bunny sitting on his haunches. He will be made completely 
of wool fleece, with wire in his arms and realistic doll eyes.  Several needle felting techniques 
will be used to build, shape, shade and mold this adorable bunny. Nimble fingers and an eye 
for shape and size are a real plus for participants.  After this class you will be ready to take on 
needle felting in a big way… there is no limit to what you can do!   

This is not a beginner class. Students should have some needle felting experience 

 

 

Kate Larson -  

#27 – Spinning Spectacular Yarns for Weaving and Knitting!  2 days  
Monday June 29 – Tuesday June 30   9:00 – 4:00 

Sheep around the world are beautifully diverse, giving us endless possibilities for 
creative knitting and weaving. But how do we pick the right wool for a specific 
project? How do we adapt our spinning techniques for different knitted or woven 
structures? Join us as we take a closer look at a variety of breeds, discuss their 
different characters, and consider how to make the best use of each in the fabrics we 
make. We will prepare, spin, and finish yarns specifically adapted to a variety of 
knitting and weaving structures. Want to try spinning longwools for silky knitted lace, 
supple and historically important satin-weave cloth, or both? By making a variety of 
samples with your handspun yarns, you’ll experience how wool type impacts the 
durability, resilience, and drape of your textiles. Leave class with a spinner’s notebook 
bursting with locks, handspun yarns, and swatches of your own handmade cloth   

Ability to spin and ply a basic yarn. Experience knitting OR weaving. Some experience with both is 
encouraged, but not required.  



Jannie Taylor- 

#28 – Diversify Your Weaving Portfolio!    (2 days)  Mon, June 29 and Tue June 30  9:00 – 4:00 

Diversified Plain Weave is an often overlooked weave structure that deserves more 

exploration.  In this workshop weavers will learn the wonderful qualities and possibilities 

of this weave through lecture and hands-on practice.   

Each participant will bring a loom, pre-threaded to a design provided by the instructor. 

Students will leave the class with an annotated workbook, set of samples and the skills to 

go on to design their own uniquely “Diversified” textiles.   

Beginner + to advanced -- should be able to read a weaving draft and thread a loom 

 

Heather Torgenrud –  

#29 – Pick-up Weaving on the Spaltegrind Pattern Heddle  

2-day  Mon June 29 – Tue June 30   9:00 – 4:00   

Learn to weave intricately patterned bands using a backstrap and a spaltegrind 
pattern heddle. With this special kind of band heddle, the pattern ends float in 
the middle of the shed and are selected with a pointed shuttle. You’ll get a 
booklet of dozens of traditional Swedish motifs to choose from, and learn how 
to weave initials and dates and design your own pattern variations. I’ll share 
lots of tips and techniques for getting good results. 
You should have some weaving experience, be proficient at winding a warp, 
and enjoy focusing on detail work. This is not a workshop for brand-new weavers.  
You’ll bring the materials on the supply list, and you can borrow the heddle, shuttle, and backstrap . 

 

Laurel Orthmeyer-  

#30 – Dyeing on the Farm    1 day  Monday June 29  9:00 – 4:00  (Class is at the Instructors 

Studio)  

Spend a day playing with color!!  Travel to Laurel Orthmeyer’s farm, only 10 minutes 

from town, and hug the baby goats, pet the horses and dye some yarn/fiber.  We will 

kick the day off with an ice dyeing project which uses fiber reactive dyes and discuss 

how they differ from acid dyes.  Switching over to the acid dyes, we will cover kettle 

dyeing  - both solid and variegated – dip dyeing, hand painting, solar dyeing and 

crockpot dyeing. 

No previous experience is necessary  

 

 

 



Kammy Johnson – 

#31 -  Land to Loom   1 day  Monday June 29  9:00 – 4:00    (Class is at Instructor’s 
Farm/Studio) 

Ever wondered what is involved in turning the basic elements of water, sunlight, and soil into wool? What 

decisions and choices go into developing products worthy of investing time and effort to create a finished 

project? Spend a day on the farm with a shepherd who started the journey ‘from the land to a loom’ a decade 

ago. The morning starts at the natural beginning – meet the land and sheep! Then examine raw fleeces, 

processed wool, and yarn while discussing choices of management practices, sheep breed, and fiber 

processing methods. In the afternoon, choose your craft and explore working with fibers from the flock! Using 

your choice of colors, knitters will cast on a scarf or hat, spinners will spin roving or combed top, and weavers 

will throw the shuttle and wind a warp for a scarf. Spin, knit, or weave the afternoon away in a relaxing 

environment with continued conversation and much laughter in a mountain valley setting. 

Participant needs an inquiring mind and a list of questions! (Because she can answer them!) 

(Pretend they are black sheep!) 
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Guild News, Happenings, 

and Information 

To see what happening or 

to get in contact with a 

guild near you, please 

visit our website for 

contact information and 

specific guild happenings 

at:  

https://www.montanawea

vespin.org/guilds-grants 
 

Due to the large content of material 

pertaining to the upcoming MAWS 

conference, all guild photos and 

information will be posted in the next 

newsletter. 

The Board appreciates your understanding 

and continues to invite guilds to submit 

photos and information for publication in 

future newsletters. 

 

https://www.montanaweavespin.org/guilds-grants
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MAWS BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Held 10-26-2019 at the Montana City School 
 

Members Present:  

Dawn Ahlert and guest, sister Denise Ahlert, Sharon 

Schroeder, Bonnie Tarses, Linda Shelhamer and guest, 

Susan Shelhamer, Annette Cade, Joan Goldstein  

 

Absent: 

Ann Keenan, Ruth Terry, Jaime Stevens, Gwen 

Haferkamp, Anita Krueger, Tammy Jordan, 

Melody Murter, Barbara French. 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Joan at 

1:00, after an interesting introduction regarding 

leadership.  The minutes were read by Joan, and 

amended the reference to a discussion about co-chair to 

state “ after discussion, the board agreed with the 

current practice of a single chair who reports to the 

ANWG and MAWS boards for the 2023 ANWG 

Conference.”  Sharon then moved and Annette 

seconded that the amended minutes be approved. The 

motion passed. 

 

The Treasurer’s Report was given. Linda said that the 

money was kept in CD’s rather than the money market, 

for better interest. She questions whether the $1000 

grant and offer of a $1000 loan for the 2020 MAWS 

Conference should also be made available for the 2023 

ANWG Conference. Dawn moved, and Annette 

seconded that the grants/loans should be available for 

the 2023 Conference. It passed. 

 

To clarify a note in the minutes about a statement about 

coordinating liability insurance for the 

2020 Visions in Fiber Conference, Annette reported that 

since the time of the last meeting they discovered the 

liability insurance offered by Carroll College was more 

than that used for the last 

MAWS Conference, so the 2020 MAWS Conference will 

continue with the cheaper insurance. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Newsletter. Joan asked for comments on the recent 

newsletter format. Sharon stated that she found the 

background colors distracting and more expensive to 

print. Dawn suggested that a PDF file without 

background colors be included for those who wished to 

print the newsletters. Linda suggested that no 

newsletters be printed and mailed 

except to those who requested that delivery method. The 

editor should check with Linda before printing and 

mailing. The guilds should also be reminded to send 

updated email addresses to Treasurer as often as 

possible. 

 

2. Website: Sharon stated that she frequently updates 

the classified section, as well as the list of vendors. All 

information regarding the upcoming conference is 

forwarded to Annette for their website. 

 

3. Biennial Meeting; It was suggested that the 2022 

MAWS general meeting for the membership take place 

in Ennis MT at a time not in conflict with any festivals. 

Dawn and Denise Ahlert will coordinate a retreat for that 

occasion. 

 

4. Annette gave a full review of the Helena Guild 

preparations for the June Conference, with a proposed 

budget, class schedule and registration information. The 

teaching list was complete, but vendors are still 

encouraged to apply. Members were asked to remind 

local guild members about the conference, the “Eye for 

Fashion” Fashion show, the Creative Visions Open 

Show, as well the choice of small gifts for the goodie 

bags and/or donations for the top four prizes in the Open 

and Fashion Shows. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. By-Laws: Changes in the by-laws were discussed. 

Important changes include the addition of a Vice-

President, to be in charge of committees (scholarship, 

Living Treasurer, and Nomination), having the Members 

at Large be assigned to these committees, and changes 

to the by-laws suggesting the Internet and Newletter 

officiers provide budgets upon request from Treasurer. 

The MAWS membership will vote on the final proposed 

by-laws at the next biennial meeting in June 2020. 

 

2. Preserving MAWS records as per Policy Handbook: 

After much discussion, it was suggested past digital 

MAWS records and those on the website could be saved 

on thumb drives. Older records should be preserved as 

written. Changes in policies for preserving included 

adding a 7-year limit to saving minutes, increasing the 

time for saving Conference Treasurer’s reports from 10 

to 14 years, reducing time for saving MAWS Treasurer’s 

reports from 10 to 7 years, delete (1) retaining all 

correspondence by the President pertaining to 

MAWS business and (2) copies of the Secretary of State 

Report submitted by the MAWS treasurer. Linda moved 

to accept the proposed changes for preserving records. 

It passed. 

 

3. Bonnie Tarses suggested that current Living 

Treasurers should be given some responsibilities at 

Conferences or within MAWS. No specific determination 

was made but this will be further discussed. 

 

 



4. Committees: from present until biennial meeting in 

June 2020. 

 

a. Nomination Committee: Molly and Dawn                       

will serve and provide a slate of candidates to 

the biennial meeting in 2020. 

 

b. Living Treasurers Committee: Anita and 

Melody will serve and prepare a list for full Board 

to vote upon. Nominations (form on the website) 

should be sent to Anita by March 15, 2020. 

 

c. Scholarship Committee: Ann and Gwen will 

serve. Regarding the 2020 MAWS Conference, 

Linda suggested the amount awarded be $175, 

and that 5 scholarships be authorized by the 

board. More than that number would require the 

board members to approve. Dawn moved, 

Sharon seconded such a motion. It passed. 

Application for the scholarships are on the 

website, and completed forms should be sent to 

Ann by Jan 27, 2020, and the recipients would 

be notified on or before Feb 8. 20. 

 

5.  The next MAWS Board meeting will occur at Carroll 

College on April 4, 2020. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 with members off to visit 

the Holter Museum weaving exhibit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

          December 30, 2019 

Please send photos, news, photos and information to Tammy 

Jordan 

Email: 

goldieknotsmt@gmail.com 

 

Or snail mail: 

P.O. Box 396; Lincoln, MT 59639 Phone: 406-633-0073 

 

Montana Association of Weavers & Spinners (MAWS) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  

Membership runs from November 1st to December 31st.  Annual dues are $10 and include your 

newsletter subscription.   To join MAWS, please send dues to: Linda Shelhamer, 446 Tabriz 

Drive, Billings, MT 59105.  She can be reached at 406-259-9160 or by emailing 

shara@bresnan.net. 

Donations to help offset expenses are gladly accepted and can also be mailed to Linda. 
 

mailto:goldieknotsmt@gmail.com
mailto:shara@bresnan.net


TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

MAWS Account Balances – As of 10/22/2019 

 

Account            Balance 

 

Bank Accounts        

 Morgan Stanley          18,989     

TOTAL Bank Accounts          18,989 

 

Asset Accounts 

 Loan to Conference          0  

TOTAL Asset Accounts          0 

               

OVERALL TOTAL           18,989 

     

Category      10/23/2017 -    10/23/2019 -  

        10/22/2018   10/22/2019  

INCOME  

Conference share      3,173     0       

Donation       100     200       

Dues        2,970     2,860       

Misc Income       20     30       

            SB Dividend       173     227   

TOTAL INCOME       6,436     3,317   

 

EXPENSES                  

ANWG Dues       35     35     

Board         

 Lunch       212     0         

 Travel       121     0    

TOTAL Board       333     0   

Conference       0     200     

Grants        0     250     

Grants Conference      0     1,000     

Living Treasure gifts     228     0     

Misc Expenses       20     120     

Newsletter Expense         

     Newsletter Postage      98     58 

     Newsletter Printing      164     172           

TOTAL Newsletter Expense     263     230     

Scholarships 450 0     

 Stipend         

     Newsletter Editor      700     525         

     Treasurer       250     250           

 TOTAL Stipend       950     775     

 Unrealized Gain Loss      8     -155     

 Website         

     Web stipend      300     0         

     Webhosting       180     0          

 TOTAL Website      480     0       

 TOTAL EXPENSES      2,766     2,456 

                 

            OVERALL TOTAL      3,670     861   

  

 



“CREATIVE VISIONS”    OPEN SHOW ENTRY FORM 
 
Exhibitor:  __________________________________ Phone:  ________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature:  __________________________________Email:__________________________ 
PLEASE NOTE: Entries must be delivered to the Registration desk by 6:00 Thursday, June 25th  
 - All items must have been created since MAWS 2018 Conference 
 - Packaging - storage of packaging & repacking are exhibitor’s responsibility 
 - Any clothing items may be entered in both the open and fashion shows 
 - Limit of 3 items total per exhibitor 
PICK UP :  If exhibitor will not pick up items, provide the name of the person authorized for pick up: 
 
 

# of items: CATEGORY 
_______ I.  Clothing:  Garments, accessories (handwoven, knitted or crocheted from    
  hand spun or commercial yarn (please specify). 
  Description:_____________________________________________________________ 
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______ II.  Household items/Home Decor:  Handwoven, knitted, crocheted. 
  Description: ____________________________________________________________ 
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
_______ III.  Tapestries, Rugs, Horse blankets:   
  Description:_____________________________________________________________ 
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
_______ IV.  Hand Spun Yarn:  Up to 8 oz. of yarn.  Please specify purpose. 
  Description:  ____________________________________________________________ 
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
   
_______  V.  Hand Spun Finished Items:  Items should be 75% hand spun. 
  Description:_____________________________________________________________ 
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
   
_______  Vi.   Felted Items:  Wet, nuno, or needle felted. 
  Description:  ____________________________________________________________  
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
   
_______ VII.  “Optical Illusions”:  Any original piece, including baskets & yardage (min. 3 yds),   
             that just doesn’t fit in any other category. 
  Description:  ____________________________________________________________ 
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please contact Milly Dover  406-449-7910 or Jennifer Pryor  406- 225-3814 with questions. We would 
appreciate an estimate on the size of your pieces…for pre-planning the display area! Contact: 
wbcjcp@yahoo.com 
 

 



 “EYE FOR STYLE”     FASHION SHOW ENTRY FORM 
 

Exhibitor:  __________________________________ Phone:  ________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature:  ______________________________Email:______________________________ 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
 - All items must have been created since MAWS 2018 Conference 
 - Packaging - storage of packaging & repacking are exhibitor’s responsibility 

- Clothing items may be entered in both the open and fashion shows & will be displayed in Open Show 
 - Limit of 3 items total per exhibitor  
 
FOR EACH GARMENT: Provide a thorough description of the entry for the fashion show narrative 
    Provide a fabric sample (if possible…for the “touchers”!) 
    Note if garment is from a commercial pattern or is an original artist design 
 
IF ITEM IS ENTERED IN OPEN SHOW:  PLEASE CHECK YOUR GARMENT OUT OF THE OPEN SHOW DISPLAY 
WITH A VOLUNTEER IN THE AREA PRIOR TO FASHION SHOW 
 
PICK UP:  If exhibitor will not pick up items, provide the name of the person authorized for pick up: 
 
 

# of items CATEGORY 
 
_______ OUTER GARMENT: 
  Description:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________IN OPEN SHOW ? _______ 
 
_______ GENERAL FASHION: 
  Description:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________IN OPEN SHOW ? ______ 
 
_______ ACCESSORIES: 
  Description:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________IN OPEN SHOW ?_______ 
 
_______ I will model my own entry/entries. 
_______ I will arrange for a model. 
_______ I need a model to be provided.  Size _______ 
 
Please contact Ann Shamley at 406-565-1640 with questions 

 



MAWS Scholarship Form  
To encourage attendance at the MAWS biennial conference by those on a tighter budget, MAWS will grant up to five 

$175 scholarships to conference registrants. This scholarship is open to all MAWS members, but can only be applied to 

conference costs.  

 

Name:  

Address:  

Email:  

Telephone:  

Are you a MAWS member?  If so, when did you join?  

 

Do you belong to a guild?  Which one?  

 

What are your main fiber arts interests?  

 

 

How long have you been doing them?  

 

Have you attended a MAWS conference before?  

 

Why do you want to attend the MAWS Conference?  

 

How do you plan to share what you learn at the MAWS conference?  

 

List other factors that might make you a good candidate for a MAWS scholarship. 

 

Please write a brief letter on the back of this sheet to the committee about your experience in the fiber arts, classes 

you have taken, photos of your work, etc.  INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS APPLICATION WILL NOT BE SHARED 

WITH ANYONE OUTSIDE OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE. Scholarship applications should be printed, filled out and 

sent to: Ann Keenan, PO Box 216, Kila, MT 59920 or email at pineneedlefarm@yahoo.com Submissions must be 

received by January 27, 2020. Successful applicants will be notified by February 8, 2020, in advance of conference 

registration.  Thank you for your interest in the MAWS Conference. 

 

 

mailto:pineneedlefarm@yahoo.com


Classifieds: 

Do you have a fiber-related item to sell?  As a member of MAWS you are able to post your items for sale. 

(Non-members will be required to pay a fee of $10 per classified ad along with one photo).  Please send the 

information, along with any photos to Sharon Schroeder.  Items will be posted for 60 days. Also, please let 

Sharon know if your items sell so we can keep the website and newsletter content page current. We appreciate 

your cooperation!  

 

LeClerc 36" Weaving width Jack Loom with 4 shafts and 6 treadles. Back beam can be folded up for storage 
between projects. Comes with a  reed and a LeClerc bench.  Loom has been stored indoors. Paid 
$600,  Asking $500.00 OBO. Need to sell due to remodeling project. 
Please contact Sherryl Murphy at 406-235-0298. 

 

51” Louet Hollandia Counter March Loom:  8 Harness (4 harnesses are on the loom and the other four are still 

in the box); 8 dent reed; sectional beam kit with lots of spools and a spool rack; bench with a sliding drawer.  

Must take all.  Price is $2,650 firm.  If interested, please contact Marge Ferrin by phone at 406-656-1744. 

 

Please note:  Ads are free for members.  Outside entities can place 1/4 page paid ads for $15 per issue. 

Our newsletter reaches over 300 fiber artists.  Contact Tammy Jordan: goldieknotsmt@gmail.com. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Crazy Mountain Fiber Festival 

Dates to be announced: Usually the Second weekend in May. 

 

Montana Association of Weavers & Spinners Visions in Color Conference 

June 25-230, 2020.  To learn more about the conference, classes, and get more information, please visit the website at: 

https://www.montanaweavespin.org/conferences-events 

 

Grazing Hills Fiber Festival 

July 11-12, 2020. Viola, ID.  To learn more about the festival and to sign up for classes, please visit their Facebook Page 

at: https://www.facebook.com/ghfiberfest/ or their website at: https://ghfiberfest.com/  

 

Copper K Fiber Festival 

July 18-19, 2020. Whitehall, MT.  To learn more about the festival and to sign up for classes, please visit their Facebook 

page at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1405060639801056/ or their website at: 

https://www.ranchingtraditionfiber.com/copper-k-fiber-fest 
 

Eureka Fiber Fest 

August 1-2, 2020. Eureka, MT.  To learn more about the festival and to sign up for classes, please visit their Facebook 

page at: https://www.facebook.com/fiberfesteureka/ or their website at: http://www.eurekafiberfest.org/ 

 

Prairie Handspinners Fiber Festival 

September 25-26, 2020. Billings, MT. To learn more about the festival and to sign up for classes, please visit their 

Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/phsfiberfest/ or their website at: 

http://prairiehandspinnersfiberfest.com/ 
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