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The Living Treasure Award

A Tribute to Outstanding Fiber Artists
Montana Association of Weavers and Spinners

The Montana Association of Weaver and Spinners’ (MAWS) Living Treasure Award is designed to recognize and 
honor MAWS members who have made outstanding contributions in the field of fiber arts.  The award is bestowed 
biennially on a fiber artist who has demonstrated excellence in craftsmanship, provided leadership or has been a 
source of inspiration and encouragement to others, or who has contributed to the betterment and development of 
the fiber arts at the local, state, regional or national level.  It is these Montana “treasures” to whom we wish to pay 
tribute.

The Living Treasure Award recipient is selected solely by the Living Treasure Committee which consists of MAWS 
board members. 

Rules for Nomination

1. Any current MAWS member is eligible for nomination.
2. Nominees must be nominated by current MAWS members.
3. The MAWS Living Treasure committee must receive at least two separate 

nomination submissions for a nominee to be considered.
4. Each nomination must include a detailed resume of the nominee’s 

accomplishments and contributions to the field of fiber arts.  Guidelines for 
submission follow.

5. Nominations must be received by March 30th of a MAWS conference year. 
6. Announcement of the award winner will be presented at the MAWS 

biennial conference.   
7. Each honoree’s name will be added to the MAWS Living Treasure Award plaque.  Honorees will also be 

recognized on the MAWS website Living Treasure page.
The completed nomination form must be submitted to the MAWS Living Treasure Committee chairman at 
the following address (hard copy), or digitally via email to: 
Susan Lohmuller, 3643 Lime Kiln Rd., Lewistown, MT, 59457 or
susanlohmuller@gmail.com.

8. If you have questions, please contact:  Susan Lohmuller, 406-538-2596
9. All decisions made by the MAWS Living Treasure committee are final.

Send in your stories and photos!
As always, it is your user-submitted content that makes this newsletter 

great. Please email any photos or articles you have that relate to your guild, 
fiber, fiber animals or anything MAWS related to traceyhensen@gmail.com 

or be sure to tag me (Tracey Delaney) in your fibery Facebook posts!

(See Form on page 12)

Visit www.mawsonline.org

Check 
this out!
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The Living Treasure Award

I and/or We hereby nominate:  

________________________________________________________________

To receive the MAWS Living Treasure Award, for outstanding contributions in the field 
of fiber arts in Montana.   The following information is provided for consideration by the 
MAWS Living Treasure committee.

Respectfully submitted by:  

_____________________________________________________________

Date:     _____________ Phone:_______________ 

______________________________________________________________

Date: _____________ Phone: ______________

The Living Treasure Award
Guidelines for Nomination 

Please attach additional pages as needed.  

1. Please describe why you believe the nominee is worthy of statewide recognition by the fiber arts 
community.  How does the nominee particularly excel?  Especially note intangible values the nominee 
embodies that enhance the Montana fiber arts community.

2. Describe the nominee’s body of fiber work including evidence of outstanding productivity, creativity, 
craftsmanship, artistry, or diversity.  Include pertinent history or educational development, if applicable.

3. List activities which demonstrate that the nominee has been dedicated to sharing knowledge and skills 
with others, or has provided inspiration or service to the fiber arts community.  Include teaching, lecturing, 
gallery exhibitions, businesses, blogs or websites, etc., that apply. 

 
4. Describe leadership activities at the local, state, regional or national level such as board positions, guild 

offices, etc.

5.  How has the nominee already been recognized and honored by the fiber arts community?  Include specific 
awards, publication, and other recognition worthy of note.

6. Is there any other pertinent information regarding the nominee that you believe the committee would benefit 
from knowing?  Photos may be included.    
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President - Sylvia Callantine
P.O. Box 793
Ronan, MT  59864
406-833-2810   c402bbblack@yahoo.com

Past President - Judie Overbeek 
2953 Rufenach Lane
Kalispell, MT 59901
406-257-6520 overbeekr@montanasky.com

Treasurer - Marian Stratton
2120 3rd Street South
Great Falls, MT 59405
406-452-3238 mnstratton1@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor/Secretary - Tracey Delaney
P.O. Box 95
Grass Range, MT 59032
406-428-2211 traceyhensen@gmail.com

Internet Coordinator - Kathy O’Hern
ohern_1@mawsonline.org

Cathy Marquard - 2014 Conference Chair 
tuliplefleur@earthlink.net

Diana Hachenberger - 2012 Conference Chair 
406-961-3058
sdhachenberger@cybernet1.com

Members-at-Large

Vanetta Burton
9200 Butler Creek Road
Missoula, MT  59808
406-721-3836 battenbird@yahoo.com

Gwen Haferkamp
136 Sam Leo Road
Miles City, MT 59301
406-234-7603 gwenmrh@midrivers.com

Mary Melander
mmmelander@earthlink.net

Susan Lohmuller  - (Also HGA Representative) 
P.O. Box 522
Lewistown, MT  59457
406-538-2596 susanlohmuller@gmail.com

Linda Schelhamer
shara@bresnan.net

Julienne Valentine
790 Somers Road,
Somers, MT 59932
406-857-3186 jvalentine@montanasky.comClassified ads are free to MAWS members. 

Send your ads to traceyhensen@gmail.com by 
April 1st for inclusion in the next newsletter.

For Sale: Loom for sale.
Gilmore, hardly used 8 harness Floor loom.

* 4 reeds ~ 
8,10,10,12
* yarn balancer
swift, 3 
shuttles, bob-
bins and bob-
bin winder, 
bench with 
special com-
partment, 
warping 
board, card 

loom
many books and a box of yarn.
$1500
406-546-9838
I am in Hamilton and can deliver this 
loom and all of its goodies within 100 
miles. Or meet someone somewhere as 
well.

For Sale: I have something special for that spinner you want 
to impress.  - 2 
yd, breakdown 
Walnut Ni-
ddy Noddy with 
twin captured 
rings and  hand 
stitched elk 
pouch.  
One of 
a kind!  
$110 plus 

freight. Contact Steven McEwen at 
spunup54@gmail.com or  
call 1-406-531-0459 (cell) or 406-
626-4373 (shop).

For Sale: Kromski symphony double 
treadle, 5 bobbins, lazy kate. If new 
$690, selling lightly used for $350. 
Contact Linda Shelhammer 
at shara@bresnan.net.

For Sale: Ashford newer single treadle set 
up as double band. Can be scotch tension. 
Upgraded new flyer with larger bobbins 
$310. Contact Linda Shelhammer 
at shara@bresnan.net.

FOR 
SALE!

See more for sale 
items on page 15
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Feb. 21-23, 2014 - Annual 
Fibercraft Retreat, McCall, ID. 
www.puffymondaes.com 
March 7 and 8, 2014 - Shad-
ow Weave Workshop with Instruc-
tor Rebecca Winter hosted by The 
Billings Weavers Guild. See page 
8 for details.
March 27-30, 2014 - St. Ger-
trud’s Retreat and Workshop with 
Judie Overbeek. See pages 5-6. 
April 25-26, 2014 - Black 
Hills Fiber Arts Fair in Rapid City, 
SD in The Dahl Arts Center. Visit 
our website for more information: 
www.blackhillsfiberartsfair.org.
We have over 32 juried, quality 
VENDORS offering something 
for weavers, spinners, knitters, 
felters and fiber lovers. There are 
CLASSES for beginner and expe-
rienced fiber artists taught by na-
tional, regional and local instruc-
tors.
May 29-June 1, 2014 - Waves 
of Color, NwRSA Conference, 
Willamette, WA
June 6-10, 2014   - MAWS 
2014 in Great Falls, MT. 
July 14-19, 2014   - HGA Con-
vergence in Rhode Island. www.
weavespindye.org.

The Eugene Textile Center in Oregon has a huge 
variety of fiber classes. 

Visit www.eugenetextilecenter.com for current 
schedules and more fun stuff!

Main Conference

Post Conference Workshops:
June 9-10, 2014

For 2014 Up your creative 
juices at the Yellowstone 
Art Museum in Billings.  

Try these art forms from gifted 
artists.  We still have openings in 

all of these classes.   To sign up call 
the museum  at 256-6804 or go on 
website http://www.artmuseum.
org/education/adult-education/.  

Bead Embellishment Class
Susan Germer

February 1, 2014, 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

 
Plexiglass Journal 

- Charlene Margaral
February 22, 2014, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 
Fiber Art Trading Cards

Rebecca Winter
Sunday, March 9, 2014, 
12:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m   

THIS IS THE CORRECT TIME 
Changed from brochure 

 Intermediate/Advanced Watercolor
Lance Johnson

March 29, 2014, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 

Mosaic Assemblage Sculpture
Renee Audette

April 5, 2014, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 Embellish Yourself as Art
Sara Lemon

April 26, 2014, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
This three-hour class is aimed at a child 

(and his or her
accompanying adult)

 
Appalachian Egg Baskets

Marsha Hill
May 17, 2014, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The Billings Weavers 
Guild is hosting a work-
shop on Shadow Weave 

March 7 and 8, 2014. This 
is not a Round Robin , 
cost will be $65.00, In-

structor Rebecca Winter. 
A Shadow Weave design 
is selected out of Marion 
Powells book on Shadow 

Weaving. BWG has a copy 
but needs to rebind it as 
its lost it glue properties.

Henna Tattoo Workshop
Anna Nentwig
November 2, 2013, 9:30 a.m. to noon

Henna paste has been used for thousands of years as a safe 
and beautiful form of body art to commemorate the 
grandest moments of life. In this hands-on introductory class 
we will learn about the fundamentals of the art of henna. 
Information about henna lore, practice materials, quality 
henna paste, and professional grade applicators will be 
available.  Students will learn to apply simple and beautiful 
henna designs to share with their friends and family.  Anna 
Nentwig has been practicing the art of henna body painting 
for over twelve years.

Supplies $25, paid directly to the instructor. Includes 1¾ 
ounce pre-mixed henna paste with essential oils, an 
applicator bottle, patterns, and other basic tools.

Painting with Chalk Pastels
Mike Caskey
November 16, 2013, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Regionally renowned artist Mike Caskey will be included in a 
new exhibition at the Yellowstone Art Museum entitled 
Transitions: Autumn in the Yellowstone River Valley from 
November 7, 2013, through January 5, 2014. Caskey was 
raised in northwest Wyoming and has lived in Montana the 
past 42 years, producing art “for as long as I can recall.”
Learn to “paint” with soft pastels; painting landscapes will 
be his point of emphasis. No supply fee, but bring one 
piece of Canson brand colored pastel paper and one box of 
12 or 24 ct. soft pastels; both available from Hobby Lobby 
or Michael’s. Bring your own photograph to work from.

Silk Dyeing Scarves
Jennette Rasch
November 23, 2013, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Montana native Jennette Rasch holds a Master’s Degree 
from the University of North Dakota. In this course, she will 
illustrate dyed scarves using silk dyeing and resist 
techniques. The supply package will contain a 14” by 72” 
silk scarf, all materials including dye, brushes, gutta, resist, 
dyeset, etc.  Also included will be an area frame for silk 
dyeing, rubber bands, pins, pencils. Supplies $32, paid 
directly to instructor.

If you want to create an image on your scarf (like flowers or 
a landscape) you may bring personal photos to work from.
10 student maximum, so enroll early.

Fiber Art Trading Cards
Rebecca Winter
Sunday, March 9, 2014, 9:30 a.m. - noon

ATCs are fiber art collectables and meant to be traded.  The 
only rule is the size: 2½ by 3½ inches.  The Idaho artist will 
teach you to see the possibilities as the light bulb turns on. 
Use your own tidbits of quilting and special fabrics, 
handwoven or handspun.  Bring your muse and your small 
collaging treasures, fibers, papers, and photos.  Rebecca will 
provide handouts, two ATC cards, and bits of collaging 
treasures. Supplies $5, paid directly to the instructor.

Intermediate/Advanced Watercolor 
Lance Johnson
March 29, 2014, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with a one-hour break 
for lunch.

This class will focus on the beautiful landscapes of Montana. 
Lance will demonstrate the technique of painting birds in 
flight; illustrating aspen trees and other deciduous varieties; 
and painting pines, rocks, grasses, and other natural elements. 
Students will focus on composition and color harmony. 

No supply fee, but students are to bring their own 
watercolor supplies. Questions may be directed to Lance at 
sunrisestudios@180com.net

Mosaic Assemblage Sculpture
Renee Audette
April 5, 2014, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Do you collect knick-knacks, have a hard time throwing 
things away, find treasures in what others consider trash? If 
so, Mosaic Assemblage Sculpture is the course for you. 
You’ll learn to construct a simple wire framework on which to 
attach ceramic and glass shards and other small found 
objects to create intriguing and unique sculpture. Using this 
technique you can create freestanding shapes or relief 
sculpture to mount on the wall. You’ll find the beauty in 
what is broken. No prior art experience is necessary.
Supplies to bring are needle-nose pliers, wire snaps, one or 
two tubes of liquid nails, and acrylic paint if you wish to 
paint the grout. Bring a sponge and small cardboard box for 
transporting your sculpture. Bring ceramic and glass object, 
mirrors, small found objects that you find visually appealing. 
Please bring an abundance of broken pieces and objects so 
you have much to choose from. Thrift stores are an ideal 
resource for this.

Supplies $12, paid directly to the instructor.

EXPERIENCE ART SIGN-UP FORM

CLASS DATE MEMBER NON-MEMBER

Lance Johnson 3-29-14 $55 $60
Intermediate Watercolor

Peggy Kopp 9-28-13 $35 $40
Beginning Zentangle

Peggy Kopp 9-28-13 $35 $40
Zendala

Anna Nentwig 11-2-13 $35 $40
Henna Tattoo Workshop

Mike Caskey 11-16-13 $55 $60
Pastel Workshop

Jennette Rasch 11-23-13 $55 $60
Silk Dyeing Scarves

Renee Audette 1-18-14 $55 $60
Mixed Media Collage

Susan Germer 2-1-14 $55 $60
Bead Embellishment

Charlene Margaral 2-22-14 $55 $60
Plexiglass Journal

Rebecca Winter 3-9-14 $35 $40
Fiber Art Trading Cards

Renee Audette 4-5-14 $55 $60
Mosaic Assemblage

Sara Lemon 4-26-14 $35 $35
Embellish Yourself as Art

$55Marsha Hill 5-17-14 $60
Appalachian Egg Baskets

Early enrollment discount (if applicable)
Class fee includes admission to YAM Total: ____________

__________________________________________________________________
Name

__________________________________________________________________
Address

__________________________________________________________________
Signature

Check Visa MasterCard American Express

__________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip

__________________________________________________________________
Email

__________________________________________________________________
Credit Card #                                              Exp. date 

__________________________________________________________________
Phone

Method of Payment

Classes will be cancelled one week prior to scheduled date if 
enrollment is insufficent . Please enroll before then to avoid cancella-
tions. If you enroll and pay at least 30 days before the date, you will 
receive a $5 discount for each class day.

Interested in earning Certificate 
of Montana OPI renewal units

Embellish Yourself as Art
Sarah Lemon
April 26, 2014, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

This three-hour class is aimed at a child (and his or her 
accompanying adult) who wants to make a great handmade 
gift for Mom in time for Mother’s Day.  No need to bring 
supplies; they will all be provided by the instructor. 
Cost of class is $35 for the adult/child team. Supplies $5, 
paid directly to the instructor. Bring buttons and a deck of 
cards to embellish. 

Appalachian Egg Baskets
Marsha Hill
May 17, 2014, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

This beginning basketry class teaches the skills to make a 
reed egg basket (other times called a bun, gizzard, or 
ribbed basket). Learn to make a frame using a God’s eye 
lashing and to add ribs and weavers to make a handled 
two-bun egg basket. Learn lots of techniques and create a 
fun-shaped basket.  Marsha has crafted more than 1,600 
baskets and has woven 40 types of baskets in her lifetime. 
Supply fee $10, paid directly to the instructor. Supply list 
available.

Henna Tattoo Workshop
Anna Nentwig
November 2, 2013, 9:30 a.m. to noon

Henna paste has been used for thousands of years as a safe 
and beautiful form of body art to commemorate the 
grandest moments of life. In this hands-on introductory class 
we will learn about the fundamentals of the art of henna. 
Information about henna lore, practice materials, quality 
henna paste, and professional grade applicators will be 
available.  Students will learn to apply simple and beautiful 
henna designs to share with their friends and family.  Anna 
Nentwig has been practicing the art of henna body painting 
for over twelve years.

Supplies $25, paid directly to the instructor. Includes 1¾ 
ounce pre-mixed henna paste with essential oils, an 
applicator bottle, patterns, and other basic tools.

Painting with Chalk Pastels
Mike Caskey
November 16, 2013, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Regionally renowned artist Mike Caskey will be included in a 
new exhibition at the Yellowstone Art Museum entitled 
Transitions: Autumn in the Yellowstone River Valley from 
November 7, 2013, through January 5, 2014. Caskey was 
raised in northwest Wyoming and has lived in Montana the 
past 42 years, producing art “for as long as I can recall.”
Learn to “paint” with soft pastels; painting landscapes will 
be his point of emphasis. No supply fee, but bring one 
piece of Canson brand colored pastel paper and one box of 
12 or 24 ct. soft pastels; both available from Hobby Lobby 
or Michael’s. Bring your own photograph to work from.
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Jennette Rasch
November 23, 2013, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Montana native Jennette Rasch holds a Master’s Degree 
from the University of North Dakota. In this course, she will 
illustrate dyed scarves using silk dyeing and resist 
techniques. The supply package will contain a 14” by 72” 
silk scarf, all materials including dye, brushes, gutta, resist, 
dyeset, etc.  Also included will be an area frame for silk 
dyeing, rubber bands, pins, pencils. Supplies $32, paid 
directly to instructor.

If you want to create an image on your scarf (like flowers or 
a landscape) you may bring personal photos to work from.
10 student maximum, so enroll early.

Fiber Art Trading Cards
Rebecca Winter
Sunday, March 9, 2014, 9:30 a.m. - noon

ATCs are fiber art collectables and meant to be traded.  The 
only rule is the size: 2½ by 3½ inches.  The Idaho artist will 
teach you to see the possibilities as the light bulb turns on. 
Use your own tidbits of quilting and special fabrics, 
handwoven or handspun.  Bring your muse and your small 
collaging treasures, fibers, papers, and photos.  Rebecca will 
provide handouts, two ATC cards, and bits of collaging 
treasures. Supplies $5, paid directly to the instructor.

Intermediate/Advanced Watercolor 
Lance Johnson
March 29, 2014, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with a one-hour break 
for lunch.

This class will focus on the beautiful landscapes of Montana. 
Lance will demonstrate the technique of painting birds in 
flight; illustrating aspen trees and other deciduous varieties; 
and painting pines, rocks, grasses, and other natural elements. 
Students will focus on composition and color harmony. 

No supply fee, but students are to bring their own 
watercolor supplies. Questions may be directed to Lance at 
sunrisestudios@180com.net

Mosaic Assemblage Sculpture
Renee Audette
April 5, 2014, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Do you collect knick-knacks, have a hard time throwing 
things away, find treasures in what others consider trash? If 
so, Mosaic Assemblage Sculpture is the course for you. 
You’ll learn to construct a simple wire framework on which to 
attach ceramic and glass shards and other small found 
objects to create intriguing and unique sculpture. Using this 
technique you can create freestanding shapes or relief 
sculpture to mount on the wall. You’ll find the beauty in 
what is broken. No prior art experience is necessary.
Supplies to bring are needle-nose pliers, wire snaps, one or 
two tubes of liquid nails, and acrylic paint if you wish to 
paint the grout. Bring a sponge and small cardboard box for 
transporting your sculpture. Bring ceramic and glass object, 
mirrors, small found objects that you find visually appealing. 
Please bring an abundance of broken pieces and objects so 
you have much to choose from. Thrift stores are an ideal 
resource for this.

Supplies $12, paid directly to the instructor.
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Class fee includes admission to YAM Total: ____________
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Embellish Yourself as Art
Sarah Lemon
April 26, 2014, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

This three-hour class is aimed at a child (and his or her 
accompanying adult) who wants to make a great handmade 
gift for Mom in time for Mother’s Day.  No need to bring 
supplies; they will all be provided by the instructor. 
Cost of class is $35 for the adult/child team. Supplies $5, 
paid directly to the instructor. Bring buttons and a deck of 
cards to embellish. 

Appalachian Egg Baskets
Marsha Hill
May 17, 2014, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

This beginning basketry class teaches the skills to make a 
reed egg basket (other times called a bun, gizzard, or 
ribbed basket). Learn to make a frame using a God’s eye 
lashing and to add ribs and weavers to make a handled 
two-bun egg basket. Learn lots of techniques and create a 
fun-shaped basket.  Marsha has crafted more than 1,600 
baskets and has woven 40 types of baskets in her lifetime. 
Supply fee $10, paid directly to the instructor. Supply list 
available.

Sugar Loaf Wool 
Mill Spin Ins (In 

Hall, MT):
February 11, 2014

March 8, 2014
April 12, 2014

10-4
Pot Luck 
at noon
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Three Day Workshop and Retreat with Judie Overbeek 
Hosted by the Big Sky Fiber Guild at St Gertrude’s Monastery in Cottonwood, Id 

and 
Supported by a MAWS workshop grant 

March 27-30, 2014 

What better combination than classes with Judie Overbeek, the renowned hospitality of St 
Gertrudes, a beautiful natural setting, and several days with fellow Montana fiber artists? 

 Arrive Thursday in time for an afternoon of spinning with friends and dinner at the monastery.  
 Spend Friday and Saturday with Judie as she teaches ‘Color Happens: a spinner Color study’ and 

‘You Can Make Novelty Yarns’. 

Color Happens: begin by building a fiber color wheel using wool fiber pre-dyed in the three primary 
mixing colors. Learn different ways to blend dyed fibers to create new colors. Then create your own color 
blend using primaries plus white and black. Your blend will be the taking off point for a lot of sampling. 
A color study card will be completed for your fiber blend. The card can contain up to ten yarn samples 
using your blend in different ways, as well as a knitted swatch if time permits.  

Novelty Yarns: why pay for fancy Italian knitting or weaving yarns when you can make unique and 
fabulous ones yourself and have fun doing it! This full-day workshop will teach you how to create 
irresistible novelty yarns from scratch. You will have ample time to learn the techniques and practice the 
formation of specialty yarns including slub yarns, spirals, boucles, feathery yarns and clasped yarns.  

 Spend Sunday morning with the group or at the monastery, departing at noon. 

The cost of the event is $140 which includes 
o 2 classes with Judie Overbeek 
o 3 nights lodging in the Farmhouse (shared rooms) 
o 3 dinners and 2 lunches at the monastery (famous for its wonderful food) 

An additional $35 is required for materials/handouts for the classes. 

Registration opens January 2, 2014 and is limited to 13 spinners. (think Christmas present!) 
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Big Sky Fiber Arts Guild Retreat and Workshop Registration 

The Farmhouse at the Monastery of St. Gertrude in Cottonwood, ID 

March 27-30, 2014 

Sign-up begins January 2, 2014 with this registration form filled out and a check for $140. This 
Retreat and Workshop is only open to BSFAG and MAWS current members (paid up through 
2014). 

Price includes lodging, lunch and dinner. Breakfast will be potluck in our kitchen facility. There 
will be an additional $35 for materials at the time of the workshop. For more information call  

 Loey Knapp at 406-777-3797 or email  loeyk@yahoo.com 
 Marty Walters at 406-777-2421 or email  spunoutnmt@aol.com 
 Shelley Hunter at 406-777-5205 or email  shelleyhunter2000@yahoo.com 

Name: 
Phone: Cell Phone: 
Email: 
Address: 
Food Allergies: 
Vegetarian: Special Dietary Needs: 
In Case of Emergency Contact: Phone: 
 

I am enclosing my check in the amount of $140 to reserve my place. I understand that the 
deadline for this retreat/workshop is Feb 28, 2014.  No refunds are available after March 6th. 

Make check payable to Big Sky Fiber Arts Guild and mail along with the completed form 
to: 

BSFAG 
P O Box 811 
Stevensville, MT  59870 

 

 

 

MAWS Creating Teachers Database
MAWS is routinely asked for the name of teachers of weaving, spinning, dyeing and other 

fiber arts by its guild and others.  We want to create a spreadsheet of teachers names, addresses, 
emails, etc. so that we can send them out to MAWS members who are organizing classes.

Please send information about the classes you teach along with your address, phone number, 
email address to Linda Shelhamer, shara@bresnan.net  or mail to 446 Tabriz Drive, Billings, 
MT 59105. We will not be posting any addresses, etc. on-line without your specific approval. 
Any questions call Linda at 406-259-9160.
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Galina Khmeleva Saturday March 22, 2014 
 
Sign up now for class from St. Petersburg, Russia native Galina Khmeleva. We will fill the 
workshops on a first-come basis and class size is limited, so send your registration right away. 
 
Galina A. Khmeleva, owner of Skaska Designs and author of Gossamer Webs: The History and 
Techniques of Orenburg Lace Shawls and Gossamer Webs: The Design Collection, has earned 
the reputation as one of the most respected and knowledgeable lace knitting instructors in the 
country. http://www.skaska.com/galina.html  
Galina will introduce you to the magial handspinning teachniques of Russian knitters that 
ultimately result in the creation of arguably the most luxurious shawls and scarves found in the 
knitting universe. In this workshop, the emphasis will be on the spinning of luxury fibers, ie. 
cashmere, quiviut, pygora, buffalo etc. and the significance of gauging the proper thickness and 
length of these fibers, while learning the more economical use of luxury fibers. Galina states 
"We feature the Orenburg method of spinning which is done on a supported spindle. We always 
have many wheel spinners that take our class and they really enjoy the experience."    

 
COST:  $35 for members of PHS or Billings Weavers Guild or MAWS. $45 for non-
members.   
 
MATERIAL FEES of $10 to be paid to Galina at workshop (includes use of Russian 
spindle).   
 
Workshop will be all day starting at 9:30 a.m. at the Yellowstone Art Museum Visible 
Vault and ending at 4 p.m.  Bring your own lunch or go out in downtown Billings. 
QUESTIONS:  Linda Shelhamer, 446 Tabriz Drive, Billings, MT 59105 406-259-9160 
shara@bresnan.net  
 
 

Prairie Handspinners Workshop registration 
 
Galina  $35* _________ 
*add $10 per workshop for non-members  _________ 
 
Total  $________ 
 
NAME_______________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS____________________________________________________ 
E-MAIL______________________________________________________ 
PHONE_________________________  

 
Please make full payment for classes  
 
Please mail this form and payment to Sandy Gillitzer, 28 Yellowstone Meadow Road, Park 
City, MT  59063 (406) 633-9833   
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Rebecca Winter Shadow Weave Workshop 
Friday and Saturday March 7 and 8, 2014 

 
Sign up now for a 2-day class from Rebecca Winter, a Boise fiber artist, who has her Certificate 
of Excellence in Handweaving from the Handweavers Guild of America. Rebecca is regularly 
published  in Handwoven. Her speciality is color and 
weave.  
 
This workshop is not a round robin. You will pick a pattern, 
warp it at home and work at your own loom throughout the 
workshop. There are many treadlings on each Shadow 
Weave draft.  You will pick out a pattern from 1000+ 
Patterns in 4, 6, and 8 harness Shadow Weaves by 
Marian Powell. Rebecca has loaned us a copy of this out-
of-print book which has LOTS of Shadow Weave patterns. 
Ms. Powell had her own unique way of doing the threadings, but we will convert the draft into 
the more conventional way to make your threading extra easy. The guild purchased a CD that 
has all of the Powell drafts as WIF’s for those of you with weaving software. On the next page, 
you will see which drafts people have picked out so far. If you don’t want to pick out a draft, just 
tell us how many harnesses and Rebecca will pick one out for you. 
 
Shadow weave is a subset of the category “color-and-weave.” In Shadow Weave you use two 
contrasting colors of yarn to create beautiful patterns. When looking at these fabrics, the warp 
threads and weft threads can’t be distinguished (as they can be in weaves such as twill). 
Instead, the warp and weft threads of one color standout compared to those of another color.  

 
COST:  $45 for members of PHS or Billings Weavers Guild or MAWS. $55 for non-
members.  Note this is the total fee for BOTH days. (A bargain!) 
 
MATERIAL FEES  Since you are providing your own yarn for the workshop you will only 
have to pay $9 to Rebecca at the time of the workshop for a big notebook full of all sorts 
of information and all the copies of the drafts. 
 
Workshop will be all day starting at 9:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. Bring your own lunch or go out.  
QUESTIONS:  Linda Shelhamer, 446 Tabriz Drive, Billings, MT 59105 406-259-9160 
shara@bresnan.net  
 
After registration you will receive more detailed warping instructions. But you will need 2 color of 
smooth yarn such as 5/2 or 10/2 cotton or 2/8 wool. (Avoid textured yarns). Here is what 
Rebecca says about the two colors “we will need a fairly high contrast of value for the two colors 
of yarn needed.  I never suggest black and white, because it is difficult to work with at that high 
of a contrast.  But something with enough contrast to be able, again, to see what you are getting 
in the cloth.” 
  

Don’t Miss It!
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Billings Weavers Guild  Workshop registration 
 
 $48* _________ 
*add $10 per workshop for non-members  _________ 
 
Total  $________ 
 
NAME_______________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS____________________________________________________ 
E-MAIL______________________________________________________ 
PHONE_________________________  
Number of Harness of Loom _______ 
Have you picked out a draft from the book?  ______  (see below) 

 
Please make full payment for classes  
 
Please mail this form and payment to Billings Weaver Guild c/o Linda Shelhamer, 446 
Tabriz Drive Billings, MT 59105 
 
Rebecca wants each of us to fill out the following questionnaire that Linda will forward 
her.   
 
Pre-Workshop Questionnaire: 
1. Years of Fiber, Yarn or Fabric Experience. 
 
2. Years of Weaving Experience. 
 
3. Number of times you have warped a loom. 
 
4. Loom you will bring to the workshop. 
 
5. Number of harnesses on the loom you will bring to the workshop. 
 
6. Briefly explain what you love about weaving.  
 
7. Other interesting information you would like to share. 
 
 
 
 
Drafts picked out 
Linda Shelhamer 8-27 p. 262 
Nancy Anderson 8-3 p. 242 
Joyce Fletcher 8-4 p. 243 
Lillian Nehring 4-13 p. 132 
Andrea Ayers 4-24 p. 139 
Joy Erickson 4-35 p. 149 
Barb Wood 4-46 p. 156 
Melody Murter 6-13 p. 197 
Amy Buchan 8-25  p. 261 



From the Helena Weavers 
& Spinners Guild:

By Kathy O’Hern

For more than fifteen years the 
Helena Weavers & Spinners Guild 
has celebrated the New Year with 
“Roc Day.” It’s a day to spin, work 
on projects, and visit with other 
fiber enthusiasts; all while Roc, or 
Stone, Soup is simmering on the 
stove.  We’ve all heard the story 
of “stone soup” in which a village 
distressed by famine is fed soup 
from what begins as a cauldron of 
boiling water with a stone dropped 

in.  Each of the villagers realizes 
that they have one small item - a 
half an onion, or a piece of cabbage 
- to add to the soup.  Before long 

the cauldron contains a 
hearty soup that is shared 
by everyone in the village.  
Similarly, each Helena 
guild member brings a 
food item for the Roc Day 
Soup, which is always de-
licious.

This year was more 
educational than some 
Roc Days have been.  
While some members 
spun, others learned 
about the warp-faced 
Swedish weave structure, 
RIpsmatta, or Rep Weave.   
In preparation for an upcoming 
Rep weave workshop, some weav-
ers needed assistance/guidance 
with winding their Rep warps, or 
threading their looms.  Member, 
and veteran weaver, Milly Dover 
prepared an instructional session 
to explain how to read the some-
times perplexing weaving draft.  
Others knitted, worked on unfin-
ished projects, or tried something 
new.  

Roc Soup was served for lunch.  
What a great way to ring in 2014 
– working on our own fiber skills, 
and helping others extend their 
knowledge of these ancient and im-
portant fiber techniques.

Photos by Kathy O’Hern

From the Big Sky 
Fiber Arts Guild:

Wild West Wools Returns!
Joan Daniels reopened her yarn 

shop as a discount outlet. She is 
selling beautiful quali-ty yarns at 
great prices of 20% to 75% off. All 
books, patterns and magazines are 
50% off.

Joan is joined by her sister Lisa 
who is a nationally renowned fi-
ber artist. For a $10 drop-in fee, 
Lisa will teach you how to knit or 
cro-chet, new techniques, start a 
new project, fix a project, or fin-
ish a project. So come in and have 
fun and meet other crafters! Lisa’s 
hours are Saturday from 10 to 12 
and Wednesday even-ing from 6 to 
8.

The shop is located at 4040 US 
Hwy 93, Unit 5, Stevensville. The 
phone is 777-4114. Call for hours.

The Big Sky Fiber Arts Guild 
celebrated Distaff Day on January 

4th, 2014. Officially, Distaff Day or 
Roc Day is celebrated on January 
7th, when women resumed their 
work after the 12 days of Christ-
mas. The Guild has members who 
so love their fiber arts, it was de-
cided to celebrate at the first op-
portunity. A good time was had 
by all, with an excellent turn out. 
Drop spindles, Navajo Spindles, 
knitting, spinning, lots of wonder-
ful conversation and food marked 
the day. It is possible a new , an-
nual Guild tradition has begun!

From the Alpine Weavers and 
Spinners in Kalispell:

Theme for the year: UFOs Uncovered
Guild Meeting Projects:
• Vicki Faulkner demonstrated how 

to make heart-shaped pins from felt and 
thrums which are then attached to a piece 
of felt and grosgrain ribbon that can be 
worn on your shirt or jacket. Several mem-
bers followed along with their own materi-
als with great results. Thanks Vicki!

• Linda Christensen demonstrated how 
to do kumihimo with beads, giving writ-
ten directions for a seven-strand beaded 
kumihimo bracelet. She passed two proj-
ects around for us to try. Fun and easy with 
beautiful results! Thank you Linda!

Spinners spun and Joan Goldstein talk-
ed about washing wool. Diana mentioned 
to never go over 160 degrees when wash-
ing wools. It will make them brittle. Good 
eats were provided at the meeting.

Weavers met at Teresa Knutson’s. Many 
show and tells were presented. Great apple 
cake!

From the Great Falls Spinners 
and Weavers Guild:

They have a website and a blog: http://
greatfallsspinnersweaversguild.weebly.
com/blog.html

Continued on page 11

Drafing lesson

Spinners

Winding warp

 

 

 

 

The Big Sky Fiber Arts Guild celebrated Distaff Day on January 4th, 2014.  Officially, Distaff 
Day or Roc Day is celebrated on January 7th, when women resumed their work after the 12 days 

of Christmas. The Guild has members who so love their fiber arts, it was decided to celebrate at the 
first opportunity.  A good time was had by all, with an excellent turn out. Drop spindles, Navajo 
Spindles, knitting, spinning, lots of wonderful conversation and food marked the day. It is possible 

a new , annual Guild tradition has begun!  

Big Sky Fiber Arts Guild Celebrating Dis-
taff Day

10
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From the Missoula 
Weavers’ Guild: 
(Taken from the wonderful 

newsletter by Heather Torgenrud)

From the December Meeting
We had a great turnout. Terri’s 

home was beautifully decorated 
for the holidays and she had two 
assistant hostesses—her gracious 
daughter Stephanie and delightful 
granddaughter Skye made sure ev-
eryone was comfortable. Thanks to 
Terri and her family.

Wendy brought new member 
Rene Willet, who is now helping 
Wendy and her husband manage 
Black Wolf Ranch. Rene isn’t a 
weaver (yet!) but is interested.

Karla brought greetings from 
Coby, who had surgery the day be-
fore the meeting and was recuper-
ating at St. Pat’s, and from Vanetta, 
who had just gotten back from her 
trip to Europe and was unable to 
come. And Heather read greetings 
from Shelley, who was also unable 
to attend.

Bonnie T. announced that she 
used some of the proceeds from 
her sale at China Woods on Decem-
ber 7 to buy some of Joan’s little 
tapestry looms to teach weaving at 
Living Arts to people who are deal-
ing with serious health issues.

Remembering Ida Rutledge
Our oldest member, Ida Rut-

ledge, passed away on December 
26, 2013. She had been a member 
of the Guild since 1984, serving as 
an officer several times. She was a 
positive and inspiring person and 
we will miss her.

If you missed Episode VIII: 
Threads, from the PBS series 
Craft in America, you can watch 
it at http://video.pbs.org/vid-
eo/2236010468/. “Explore the cre-
ativity of the human spirit through 
works that begin with the humble 
thread. Featured artists include 
fiber artist Terese Agnew, weaver 
Randall Darwall & designer Brian 
Murphy, artist Faith Ringgold, 
and fiber artist Consuelo Jimenez 
Underwood.”—H.T.

From Bonnie Tarses; “Here is 
a little something about Japanese 
paper yarn: http://www.swicofil.
com/products/060paperyarn.html.

And this one seems to be the 
best one for spinning newspaper: 
http://greenupgrader.com/2138/
handspun-recycled-newspaper-

yarn/
Also from Bonnie: “it’s not ex-

actly weaving” but there is a fun 
quilting-related puzzle at http://
eleanorlevie.com/userfiles/
file/Quilt%20Blocks%20-%20
Wrapped.pdf.

Nancy’s Notions offers free in-
structions for making an interest-
ing shawl-type wrap with a row 
of big buttons that can be worn in 
several different ways. The down-
loadable pattern calls for a com-
mercial knitted fabric, but a drapey 
handwoven should work. For more 
info go to http://www.nancysno-
tions.com/category/video+demos/
versatile+knit+wrap.do?sortby=ne
wArrivals&sortType=1&extid=13

1114&code=137133-5700. 
Joan Contraman writes, “Here is 

an image of a skein spun by one
of my very newest customers. 

She bought my fiber from one of 
my vendors, High Country Ent. She 
contacted me about colors to ply it

with and here is her result.”

Diana knitted these gloves from 
fiber from her own flock, and wove

the scarf in plain weave with al-
paca weft on a silk warp.

From the Bozeman 
Weavers’ Guild: 
The Bozeman Weavers Guild 

Show and Sale of 2013 was a suc-
cess! Our first Main Street show 
was successful due to the hard 
work of many members!

A huge thanks to all who partici-
pated!

2013 In Review: Mary Melander 
teaching about wool, spinning 
and weaving at the Gallatin Valley 
Farm Fair.

Our “sheep to shawl” woven at our 
guild demo booth at the Farm and 
Ranch show in 2013.
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  By STACIE DUCE 
- for the Ravalli Republic

Story and photos by Stacie Duce, 
reprinted with permission 
from the Ravalli Republic

Although her downtown Hamil-
ton shop only opened in September, 
owner Michele Horsley would like to 
imagine The Handwork Haven as a 
favorite stop for Mrs. Daly “and look 
like we’ve been here forever,” she 
said. 

“We’re trying to keep the almost 
lost art of handwork alive and well 
– not only by providing supplies, but 
by teaching more people,” she said.

Her shop on State Street is sand-
wiched between the bead store, One 
Woman Design and Alterations by 
Grace, which has enlivened and 
brightened a previously underuti-
lized commercial space and brought 
more foot traffic to the other side of 
Main Street’s second block.

Inside, the walls are brightly lined 
with rainbows of silk strands and 
hand-spun embroidery floss – im-
ported from as far away as Brazil and 
as close as Idaho. She stocks innova-
tive patterns and designs, as well as 
a line of pottery created by her tal-
ented sister Jody DelaMotte-Hurst 
and niece Melanie Cristescu.

“There’s just something about giv-
ing a handmade gift that shows a lot 
of love,” she said.

Decoration treasures that 
serve as inspiration also include 
framed embroidery work and 
embellished linens created by 
her, her mother Joan Horsley 
and grandmother.

“My grandmother did exqui-
site work,” Michele said. “She 
and my mother taught me ev-
erything I know, but now there’s 
a whole new world of materials 
to work with so it’s very excit-
ing.”

Michele specializes in Brazil-
ian-style embroidery which is 
highly dimensional, very color-
ful and fast to create.

“We used to stitch designs 
on our bell bottoms and jeans 
back in the day,” she said with a 
laugh. “And I stitched the most 
amazing fuzzy caterpillar climb-

ing over the shoulder of my nephew’s 
shirt when he was young.”

She has also practiced the classics 
in both technique and design and 
displays a Victorian-style stitched 
scene that took her two years to cre-
ate.

Now, she sets up her stitching 
frame wherever she goes and turns 
traditional French knots and rolled 
roses into substantial designs that 

are heirloom quality.
“I’m not one who can just sit down 

and watch TV without doing some-
thing,” she said. “And it’s so relaxing. 
We live in such a fast-paced world 
that there is something very ben-
eficial to slowing down and working 
with your hands. And I don’t mean 
texting. I’m afraid there is soon to 
be a whole generation of girls who 
won’t have a stack of love letters 
wrapped in ribbons or handmade 
work that can be passed down. I’d 
like to help preserve and perpetuate 
some of what we treasure from past 
generations. And now with new geo-
metric patterns and fabulous fibers, 
you don’t have to just cross-stitch a 
barn.”

Michele is a member of the Amer-
ican Needlepoint Guild which keeps 
its members connected with online 
“stitches of the month” and tutorials 
at www.needlepoint.org.

“I follow along and have learned 
so much more,” she said. “They are 
a wonderful organization and offer 
classes at seminars; you can take 
your pieces and have them judged. 
I’m so glad I found them five years 
ago.”

Michele has entered some of her 
recent work in the Ravalli County 
Fair. Last summer, her dimensional 
design won “Best in Category” and 
a few years ago, her stitches were 
awarded with “Best in Home Arts” 
winning over all the other quilting, 

cooking and knitting projects.
“The sad thing is that the fair 

board is considering eliminat-
ing the category because so few 
entries are coming in,” she said. 
“I want to get these techniques 
and pastimes popular again so 
they don’t fade away.”

As winter sets in and peo-
ple are finishing their outdoor 
projects and activities, Michele 
hopes they will consider enroll-
ing in her Handwork 101 class-
es that will begin in December. 
She hopes to bring in guest 
teachers to demonstrate the ba-
sics of (Norwegian) hardanger 
embroidery and tatting as well.

“A lot of people think that it 
just takes too long to do,” she 
said. “None of us want more 
‘UFOs’ – unfinished objects – 

Shop for a new stitch: 
Handwork Haven offering range of embroidery supplies

Michele Horsley, owner of 
The Handwork Haven in 
Hamilton, proudly displays 
some of her finest stitching at 
her new downtown shop.

Horsley sells colorful Brazilian silk 
floss that is wrapped backward to in-
crease the dimensional potential of 
the stitches.
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so I hope my ideas inspire people 
and motivate them to start a project 
and see it through. I believe every 
stitch is a victory and gets you one 
step closer to the end of an amazing 
accomplishment. Every stitch comes 
to life when it’s filled with love and 
that’s a wonderful thing.”

Michele said that handwork is 
perfect for people who may not be 
creative enough to start with a blank 
canvas and paint a whole picture. 
“For me, to be able to follow a chart-
ed pattern and then take that pattern 
and modify it with new materials or 
colors, it makes it so much fun.

“When I’m constructing a piece, I 
am building something beautiful of 
heirloom quality,” she said. “It gives 
you a chance for calm introspection, 
if you want it or gives you a chance 
to gather with friends to meet and 
stitch and talk. A sewing circle was 
the original Facebook, you know. 
Women would share stories about 
their kids, find out who needed help 
and who needed a quilt for a wed-
ding. We’ve always had that social 
need and always will.”

Michele is quick to point out that 
handwork is not only a woman’s pas-
time. “I have seen the most gorgeous 

handwork created by men,” she said. 
“Some of the best designers of pat-
terns are men, so I definitely want to 
reach out to them as well if they’re 
interested.”

Michele’s shop fills a niche for ac-
cessible stitching supplies. “In the 
past, I’d have to go as far as Spo-
kane or Ogden, Utah or even Florida 
to find what I needed – something 
more than six-strand cotton thread,” 
she said. She has been gathering the 
highly coveted Brazilian embroidery 
brand that is no longer distributed. 
She also offers other quality brands 
of 12-stranded silk, alpaca blends, 
blending filaments in an array of me-

tallics or even new-style floss with 
the filament already integrated.

She recently returned from a 
trade show and brought new lines 
of kits that include everything from 
traditional samplers to patterns that 
mimic quilts and a whole series of 
Celtic-inspired designs.

“I’ve also ordered locally some of 
Sue Iman’s hand-died ribbons which 
is very exciting to incorporate,” she 
said.

Michelle is no new-comer to the 
trials of owning a small Bitterroot 
business. She has owned and oper-
ated Hamilton’s Greek Gyro Express 
drive-through restaurant for many 
years and has turned over the opera-
tions to her daughter recently. “It re-
ally is just a nonprofit venture that 
gives kids jobs and feeds our loyal 
customers,” she said.

In the future, Michele, who al-
ready has advanced degrees in math-
ematics, hopes to begin the certifica-
tion process for master stitching. “It 
requires a thesis and research and 
teaching so it’s a long process but 
definitely a goal,” she said. “But for 
right now, I want to get more people 
of all generations involved.

“It feels very comfortable for us to 
get back to the basics because when 
you look at our current world,” she 
said. “We’re all looking for immedi-
ate responses to everything and it’s 
nice to find a way to practice pa-
tience and be creative and accom-
plish something that will last.”

For more information on upcom-
ing classes, contact Michele Horsley 
at The Handwork Haven at (406) 
360-4266 or stop by her shop for in-
spiration and gifts at 212 State Street 
in Hamilton. Shop hours are Tues-
days through Fridays from 12 noon 
to 6 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Classes will be offered in 
the mornings and evenings as well.

Horsley also sells pottery 
pieces created by her sister 
and niece.

Horsley treasures the exqui-
site handwork done by her 
mother and grandmother - 
the two women who taught 
her the basics of classic em-
broidery.

I am an alpaca farmer.  We have 
a farm in Grand Junction, CO called 
Tumbleweed Alpacas.  I have a lot of 
fiber - some skirted and some not. 

I was wondering if anyone would 
like to take my fiber, spin it, and give 
me half of the yarn.  That works well 
for both parties.  If you are interested, 
please email or call for details.

I would love to sell just the fiber.  I 
have both the blanket and (separate-

ly) the neck and leg fiber.  Weights 
vary, but are usually around 2#.

I also would like to sell some fiber 
animals for an extremely good price.

For more information, please 
contact me at my email address 
rubbing1@bresnan.net, or through 
our website www.openherd.com/
farms/820/tumbleweed-alpacas

Blessings,
Helen K. McKinley

Tumbleweed Alpacas - Fiber Deal for You
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Found on Facebook

From Terrie Hoyt: This is the sweat-
er I am making out of the wool from 
Annabel Lombard’s spring shearing 
with the shetland I bought from the 
man selling outside at a guild meet-
ing. It will be a hoodie with a pocket 
when it is done.

From Linda 
Shelhammer: 
Marge and 
Ann did a 
beautiful job 
decorating the 
Visible Vault 
at Yellowstone 
Art Museum. 
Marge told me 
this is the best 
place to meet 
we have ever 
had. She has 
been in the 
guild about 33 
years.

From Linda Shelham-
mer: One of our new 
spinning members.

We invite you to enter HGA’s juried ex-
hibits associated with the Convergence 2014 
Providence fiber conference. 

HGA’s Convergence 2014 conference 
offers a broad range of exhibits for a wide va-
riety of fiber arts. We invite you to enter your 
work in these juried exhibits that will show-
case some of the best in weaving, spinning, 
dyeing, basketmaking, and related fiber arts. 
Create work that embodies the Convergence 
2014 spirit. 

Deadlines vary from exhibit to exhibit.
Small Expressions is an annual, interna-

tional, juried exhibition that features high 
quality, contemporary fiber art. The artworks 
showcase various fiber techniques such as 
interlacing, felting, paper, beading, and em-
bellishing done on a small scale. All works 
are smaller than 15 inches (38 cm) in any 
direction. 

The Small Expressions exhibition is spon-
sored annually by the Handweavers Guild of 
America, Inc., (HGA). 

 July 15 - October 4, 2014
Fuller Craft Museum
Brockton, Massachusetts 
Juror: Gerhardt Knodel

The following exhibits will be on view at 
the Rhode Island Convention Center during 
HGA’s Convergence 2014 Providence confer-
ence.

 
Yardage Exhibit - Ebb and Flow - An inter-

national juried exhibit featuring lengths of 
constructed or embellished yardage.

Juror: John Marshall
 
All Media Exhibit - A Lively Experiment 

- International juried exhibit open to work 
created using any fiber arts technique

Juror: Anastasia Azure

Fashion Show and Exhibit - All That Jazz 
- International juried exhibit featuring one-
of-a-kind fashion that shows understanding 
of the body and body movement, along with 
runway presence and overall suitability of the 
technique and/or materials.

Jurors: Bradon McDonald and TBA
Please share this Call for Entry with other 

artists.
Visitwww.weavespindye.org for more 

exhibit information and a prospectus for each 
exhibit.

HGA Greetings!



15

Fiber Happenings
Jen Nunn of Win-
nett tries spinning 
for the first time. 
She’s hooked!

Photo by Tracey Delaney

Andrea, Yavonna 
and Barb show off 
the slippers they 
made in Tracey 

Delaney’s cabled 
slippers class.

Photo by Tracey Delaney

Marcy Foran sub-
mitted this photo 
of her dog, Peco, 

contemplating 
learning to weave.
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Patrick Green Electric Three Drum Supercard for Sale
• Nearly new – I decided not to do rovings or batts. Used about three times.

• Designed for the fiber perfectionist, cards all fibers into batts or roving
• Large main cylinder for a thick 36" batt.

• Roveguide System to unwind a 25 ft. roving direct from drum.
• Two motors for control of drum ratio and feed speed.
• Cards your well-prepared fibers perfectly in one pass.

• Its "worker" drum impressively doubles the carding action.
• Complete versatility without changing drums or pulleys.

• Carding ratio from 80:1 to 500:1
• Change carding ratio by turning a dial.

• Draws only 2 amps so is suitable for solar power.
• Does not require table clamps – it’s heavy!

See http://patgreencarders.com/super.htm for more information
New $3200 Sale price $3000. Comes with tools and guide book.

Handcrafted Triple Picker For Sale
• Very sturdy, heavy and sharp

• I bought it used but shows very little wear – I used it maybe three times
• Prior owner used it for llama and rabbit

• Adjustable settings
• Seems to work excellently but I have no need for it

• Purchased for $500 Sale price $400
Call Shelley Peters at Alpaca Hill Design for more information - 360-4776

Shelley@AlpacaHillDesign.com

Crocheted Rag Rugs
In Lewistown, Vicky Deffinbaugh 

taught a crocheted rag rug class. The class 
had a large turnout and everyone enjoyed 

it. The rugs pictured belong to 
Johnna Heser, Doreen Barber, 

Connie Simonich and Tracey Delaney.
Photos by Tracey Delaney

For Sale!
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The photos on pages 17 and 18 were taken at the last MAWS 
board meeting. Someone (ok it was me) forgot to include 

them in the last newsletter. The information about what they 
are is in the last newsletter in the meeting minutes. - Tracey
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Marcy Foran 
brought her 
wonderful 

weavings to 
share with 
her fellow 
Lewistown 

Fiberistas in 
December. 

She sold her 
works at the 

Lewistown Art 
Center and 
donated the 

profits back to 
the Art Center.

Photos by 
Tracey Delaney
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MAWS Workshop grants of up to 
$400 each are available to member 
guilds. These are used to help defray 
the expense of bringing an instructor to 
the host city. Participation in the work-
shop must be made available to MAWS 
members state-wide and must be adver-
tised through the MAWS newsletter or 
by correspondence with the other MAWS 
guilds. Registration should be open on 
a date specified in the announcement of 
the workshop. Local guild members will 
also be held to that date (no early reg-

istrations). Requests should contain the 
following information:

- Instructor name
-  Classes to be offered
- Dates, time and place of workshop
- Total cost to guild
- Maximum number of participants
- Plan for communicating to MAWS 

members
- Beginning registration date
 After the workshop is over, the host 

guild will send the board a written report 
to include the following:

 - Number of participants
- A description of the workshop con-

tent
- How you liked it/or didn’t
- Some photos if possible
- Anything else you think might be 

useful!
 The intent is to give future workshop 

planners some concrete information about 
the instructor, their classes and teaching 
success.

Contact MAWS president Sylvia Cal-
lantine (see page 2) with questions.

By Suzanne Artley 

We travel to OFFF every year as 
vendors, and usually drag some other 
local vendor type along as well to share 
our double booth. This year it was Lee 
Bridges and Patricia McIntosh. “It is 
a great show,” we said (which is true) 
“with lots of foot traffic, but some-
times we get a little rain.” And we have 
an outdoor booth with a lot of repeat 
customers…so what could go wrong ?

Stupid question.
First you could have your trailer 

and compact SUV hit by a truck on a 
Portland Interstate on the day you usu-
ally set up the booth. Then, you could 
have a typhoon hit Japan, and get 
picked up by the jet stream and deliv-
ered quickly to the NW. September is 
Ore-gon’s driest month, but not exactly 
this year. This is the storm that even-
tually killed thousands of sheep and 
cattle in the Dakotas. Didn’t help us at 
OFFF much either.

So, we bagged setting up the booth 
on our normal day, Friday, since we 
had spent the day with very kindly 
body shop people. Booth set up is usu-
ally a 4 hour process, but we put it off 
until Saturday morning and figured 
we’d be in better shape to pull that off.
( It is time to acknowledge that without 
Margie Nagle, Laura Miklautsch, Lee 
Bridges and Patricia McIntosh, this 
would have been a physi-cal impossi-
bility.) So in rising winds, and a smat-
tering of rain, we proceeded to get it 
pulled together, sort of.

Usually, my booths are set up, and 
then painstakingly arranged for maxi-
mum visibility of product. This time, it 
was “get it out of the rain.” But stand-
ing waist deep in bags of top and rov-
ing, some without signs, I was lost. 
Who know just how many shades of 
grey top I actually had ?? Evidently, 
not me. Note: Margie, noting my des-
peration, named one of them “1 shade 
of grey.” That and the one called Battle 
Sheep Grey did eventually get a few 
chuckles from customers.

So, BH (Beloved Husband) set up a 
gutter between the two canopies ( ex-
perience from a year or two ago) and 
we were open for business. Well, ex-
cept that business was walking around 
inside the buildings where the dry ven-
dors were. A few repeat customers, 
especially a regular teacher who uses 
our top for teaching, began to see if we 
showed up and stuff started to move. I 
could hear Lee and Patricia at the end 
of the booth beginning to demonstrate 
the pickers and hoppers and picker 
stands, and my clearance yarns began 
to show up in people’s hands.

Then it would start to blow, and we 
would be holding the canopies down. 
And folks would disappear into the 
barns.

This storm came in like a typhoon/
hurricane in that there were bands of 
intense weather, and then it would 
all calm down and cus-tomers would 
reappear and buy stuff. (For those of 
you with a triple picker, Lee’s hopper 
to catch the picked fiber is a life saver 

and it sold out.) So it’s going OK, we 
are beat and still a little shaken from 
the accident, but business isn’t as slow 
as feared. And if you ever need a sales 
person, Patricia is your woman. We 
sent her to the spinning circle with 
samples and people showed up to buy 
stuff. I love extroverts….every booth 
needs one.

It’s looking good at this point and 
then we get the weather forecast. So 
not OK…the booth has to remain over 
night, strong winds are forecast as 
well as torrential rains. BH momen-
tarily says that he could sleep in the 
booths overnight to be sure that they 
don’t blow away. Hmmmm…if any-
one needs a shower and a good night’s 
sleep, it is the guy who has been on the 
phone constantly with USAA and the 
body shop. And Lee is sold out any-
way.

So, at 1600, we pulled up stakes, 
packed a damp product line into the 
trailer. Margie, bless her heart, took 
the canopy tops and side curtains back 
to Montana to dry, and we figured that 
whatever was wet in the trailer was 
wool and that is one of the reasons 
we love it ! Wasn’t a record sales day 
(well, for us at least…Lee did wonder-
fully) but it was surprisingly success-
ful. Oregon fiber folks are not deterred 
by rain…if they were, they would 
spend 8 months a year at home, no ?

And yes, we will fill out our “previ-
ous vendor application” by April, and 
do it again. Who wants to go next time 
????

Oregon Flock and Fiber Festival 2013
Or, the land of the ducks, the home of the drenched.



Next Newsletter deadline is April 1, 2014.
Email articles to Tracey Delaney at traceyhensen@gmail.com

Or surface mail:   P.O. Box 95, Grass Range, MT 59032
Phone: 406-366-3738

Note: You can place quarter page paid ads for $15 an issue. Our newsletter reaches over 300 fiber artists. 
Contact Tracey Delaney: traceyhensen@gmail.com.

Montana Association of Weavers and Spinners (MAWS) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Membership runs from November 1st through December 31. Annual dues are $8 and include a newsletter 

subscription. To join MAWS, send dues to: Marian Stratton, 2120 3rd Street South, Great Falls, MT 59405, 
406) 452-3238 mnstratton1@gmail.com. Donations to help offset expenses are gladly accepted and can be 
mailed to Marian.

Order of 
Rotation 
for MAWS 

Conferences:
Bozeman
Helena
Billings

Missoula
Great Falls - 2014

Alpine - 2016

Please check out the site at  www.
mawsonline.org.  Your feedback is criti-
cal and much appreciated. Send your ideas 
on ways to improve the site.  Some of the 
links you find are still under construction 
but as time allows and information is pro-
vided – they will all be updated.  

Websites are a wonderful thing and 
a great way for MAWS members to stay 

connected but they do need constant at-
tention.  New photos, upcoming events, 
change of officers or duties updated con-
tact information needs to stay current.  
Don’t forget to submit your guild’s news-
letter if you have one. If your guild has a 
contact person – please send that informa-
tion along to Kathy at ohern_1@mawson-
line.org.

MAWS Online

Change in dues policy for MAWS 
Guilds are encouraged to move the 

date their dues are due to October 1st 
so that MAWS dues could then be sent 
to Marian by November 1st. Thank 

you for your consideration.


